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own custom-free, which would utterly ruin our whole trade
with Flanders.

Upon this, the lords told Mons. Buys very frankly,
"That if the States expected the Queen should support
their barrier, as well as their demands from France and the
house of Austria upon that head, they ought to agree, that
the subjects of Britain should trade as freely to all the
countries and places, which, by virtue of any former or
future treaty, were to become the barrier of the States, as
they did in the time of the late King Charles the Second
of Spain; or as the subjects of the States General them-
selves shall do: and that it was hoped, their High Mighti-
nesses would never scruple to rectify a mistake so injurious
to that nation, without whose blood and treasure they would
have had no barrier at all." Mons. Buys had nothing to
answer against these objections, but said, he had already
wrote to his masters for further instructions.

Greater difficulties occurred about settling what should
be the barrier to the States after a peace : the envoy insist-
ing to have all the towns that were named in the Treaty of
Barrier and Succession ; and the Queen's ministers except-
ing those towns, which, if they continued in the hands of
the Dutch, would render the trade of Britain to Flanders
precarious. At length it was agreed in general, that the
States ought to have what is really essential to the security
of their barrier against France; and that some amicable
expedient should be found, for removing the fears both of
Britain and Holland upon this point.

But at the same time Mons. Buys was told, "That
although the Queen would certainly insist to obtain all
those points from France, in behalf of her allies the States,
yet she hoped his masters were too reasonable to break off
the treaty, rather than not obtain the very utmost of their
demands, which could not be settled here, unless he were
fully instructed to speak and conclude upon that subject:
That Her Majesty thought the best way of securing the
common interest, and preventing the division of the allies,
by the artifices of France, in the course of a long negotia-
tion, would be to concert between the Queen's ministers
and those of the States, with a due regard to the other con-
federates, such a plan as might amount to a safe and
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